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INDIAN PALM SQUIRREL 

Petition 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.28 pm]: This petition has been signed by 
36 petitioners, and reads — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully call on the government to re address and change any legislature 
dealing with the eradication of the little Indian Palm Squirrel from the South Perth/Como area. We ask 
that concession be made to alter the legislature of total eradication of this animal which has been such 
a popular addition to this area and the Perth Zoo for over a century and ask that more leniency be 
exercised regarding its co existence here. 

We realise that this little creature is not a native species, but neither are we or many other animals 
which reside in harmony in this environment. We humans and many of the world’s animals have 
migrated from one part of the world to another for millennia and will continue to do so, for whatever 
reason. This does not mean they all have to be eradicated. If reports by the experts are true, that they 
destroy so many crops and orchards, why is it that after ‘over a century’ of existence here they haven’t 
been able to accomplish this. 

That is a very good point, Mr Speaker! The petition continues — 

They do live in harmony and have their own natural predators such as birds and introduced predators 
such as cats and foxes. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully request the Legislative Assembly to agree that total eradication is 
genocide and must stop and that the Indian Palm Squirrel is entitled to live in harmony as we and other 
animals do in this environment. 

[See petition 185.] 
[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth, that is one of the nicest short stories I have heard in a long time! 
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